Transcription of dispersed repeated sequences during Pleurodeles waltl oogenesis.
Several repeated DNA sequences were isolated from a partial genomic DNA library of the newt Pleurodeles waltl. These repeated DNA elements are dispersed over the 12 P. waltl bivalents, and some of them are transcribed in the oocyte. We describe the localization of label following in situ hybridization to nascent RNA attached to the lateral loops of lampbrush chromosomes. Variations in the number and the location of labelled loops were constantly found for several of the probes. The results are discussed in view of the "cotranscription model" of RNA synthesis on lampbrush chromosomes. We speculate on the possible origins of variation in transcription on lampbrush loops.